STC Minutes ~ 14.12.2023
RATIFIED AT FULL COUNCIL MEETING - 25.01.2024

SHIFNAL

SHEROPSHIRE

SHIFNAL TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Full Council Meeting of Shifnal Town Council
Held at Shifnal Community Hub, Tudor Way, Shifnal, TF11 8DJ
on Thursday 14" December 2023, commencing at 7.00pm
Agenda dated 8" December 2023

Present: Counciliors; R. Cox (Chairman)

K. Booker, B. Haddon, J. Horne, L. Jenks, E. Moore, J. Moore, T.
Tarran, G. Tonkinson, P. Williamson

In attendance: D. Reynolds (Town Clerk)

433/23

434/23

43523

436/23

437/23

H. Howse (Administration Officer)
Clir K. Turley (Shropshire Council)
Fire Safety Announcement
This was given by the Chairman, Mayor Roger Cox.
Public Session
No members of the public present.

Clir J. Horne conveyed his thanks to Officers for the Council entry for the Christmas Tree
Festival at St. Andraw’s Church.

Shropshire Councillors’ Question Time
Clir K. Turley provided the following updates:-

s Attended Shropshire Full Council meeting where it was confirmed there would be a
further £50M of cuts.

¢ Continuing dialogue with Shropshire Council Highways concerning quality of work in
Haughton Village and drainage in the Town Centre/Market Place area.

Commencement of Business
Apologies received from Councillors

ClIir E. Bird - Prior Commitment
Clir J. Coulson — Prior Commitment
Clir D. Marriott — Prior Commitment
Cllr Z. Turner - Personal

NOTED.
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Signed by Mayor (Chairman)............... ¥ e
On behalf of Shifnal Town Council
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439/23

440/23

441123

442/23

443/23
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‘Declaration of Members’ Interest

To receive declarations and requests for dispensations about any items under consideration
on this agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011, the Relevant Authorities (Disclosable
Pecuniary Interests) Regulations 2012 and Shifnal Town Council Code of
Conduet, Declarations may be of a pecuniary or non-pecuniary nature,

Clir T. Tarran — Item 443/23 iv (a) — Pecuniary.
Election of Deputy Chair

Clir G. Tonkinson proposed that Clir E. Moore be re-elected as Deputy Chair subject to Clir E.
Moore accepting the role.  APPROVED. Clir E. Moore confirmed her acceptance of office with
her signature witnessed by the Town Clerk.

Minutes of Previous Mesating

i} The Minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on Thursday 16th November 2023 were
CONFIRMED and SIGNED.

Accounts

i) The monthly payment schedule to 8t December was APPROVED.

Community Safety Committee

i) The draft Minutes of the Community Safety Committee held on 28" November 2023
were NOTED,

ii) To CONSIDER the recommendations of the Community Safety Committee held on 28t
November 2023:-

a) Clir P. Williamson to propose with a report to Full Council regarding a proposed
Youth Forum and Youth Council with a mandate request. APPROVED. Clir P.

Williamson to explore possibilities and bring back proposal to Full Council later in
the new year. ACTION.

Estates Committee

i) The ratified Minutes of the Estates Committee Meeting held on 4% September 2023
were NOTED.

ii) The draft Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting of the Estates Committee held on 4t
December 2023 were NOTED.,

iii) The recommendation of the Estates Committee held on 6th November 2023 was
CONSIDERED:-

a) Recommend to Full Council that the Estates Committee meet once a month.
APPROVED. AGAINST: Clir T. Tarran.
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Signed by Mayor (Chairman).................. k} .......................
On behalf of*8hifnal Town Council
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The recommendations of the Estates Committee held on 4th December 2023 were
CONSIDERED:-

Clir T. Tarran left the room at 19:11 hours.

a)

Recommend that Full Council approve the increase of 6.1% in fees for all
allotments. APPROVED.

Clir T. Tarran returned to the room at 19:13 hours.

b)

c)

Recommend that Full Council approve the increase of 6.1% in fees for all
community hub bookings. APPROVED.

Recommend that Full Council approve the increase of 6.1% in charges for Priorslee
Road Cemetery. APPROVED,

444/23 Internal Audit Committee

f)

i)

The draft Minutes of the Internal Audit Committee held on 5th December 2023 were
NOTED, together with the report on the recent sample testing that had been
undertaken.

The recommendations of the Internal Audit Committee held on 5" December 2023
were CONSIDERED:-

a)

b)

c)

e)

To recommend to Full Council the approval of the Grant Application from Shifnal &
District Male Voice Choir for the sum of £200.00. APPROVED.

To recommend to Full Council the approval of the Grant Application from Brightstar
Boxing Academy to be funded from the CIL Neighbourhood Fund Earmarked
Reserves for the sum of £12,000.00. This award should be subject to clarification,
to be attained by the Town Clerk on the future plans of the academy and the
number of Shifnal residents utilising the service. See subsequent response from
J Lockley. APPROVED., AGAINST: CHr J. Horne, Clir P. Williamson.

To recommend to Full Council to award the Internal Auditor services contract to
JDH Business Services Ltd for the amount of £775.00 for 2024/25.

Following the Internal Audit meeting JOH have confirmed there would be no
inflationary increases for a three year period up to 2026/27 and would hold the
annual price at £775.00 per annum.

Cllr T. Tarran proposed that JDH Business Services should be appointed for the
three year period at a cost of £775.00 per annum. APPROVED.

Recommend to Full Council the acceptance of the quarterly budget review to 30%
September 2023. APPROVED,

Recommend to Full Council the acceptance of the bank reconciliation to 30t
September 2023. APPROVED.

Membership of the Infernal Audit Committee following the resignation of Clir T. Clayton
was CONSIDERED. ClIrL. Jenks agreed fo be a nominee. APPROVED.

Signed by Mayor (Chairman)...................... % ...
On behalf of Shifnal Town Council
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Town Clerk to confirm meeting details with Clir L. Jenks. ACTION,

445/23 Planning Committee

i)
)

446/23 Events

i)

The draft Minutes of the Flanning Committee held on 5th December 2023 were NOTED.

The planning applications report to 5" December 2023 was NOTED.

Clir J. Horne queried the outcome of the recent planning application for land at
Lamledge Lane. Clir J. Moore confirmed this had been approved by Shropshire
Council.

The Town Clerk confirmed receipt of a communication from Liam Cowden, Shropshire
Council on behalf of Clir Lezley Picton in response to the Planning Committee’s queries
on Lamledge Lane development. Response to be reviewed at the next Planning
Meeting. Town Clerk in the meantime to circulate to all members for information.
ACTION.,

Advisory Committee

A report on the Events Advisory Committee Terms of Reference and Committee
membership was CONSIDERED.

Cllr T. Tarran stated that should it be declded that the Events Advisory Committee
become a Standing Committee that the draft Terms of Reference would need to be
amended regarding management of assets which is the responsibility of the Estates
Committes.

Clir B. Haddon proposed that members of the Town Regeneration and Events Advisory
Committee meet in the New year to discuss the best approach and come back to Full
Council with a proposal. APPROVED.,

The mandate for Shifnal events based on indicative costings was CONSIDERED,

e Clir E. Moore advised that the Town Regeneration Committee and Events
Advisory Committee had spent some time exploring suitable and varied event
possibliities both in-house and via external events organisations and propose
to operate a trial in 2024 to establish viability and profitakbility to allow Shifnal
Town Council to tender in the normal way.

¢ There were some difficulties in obtaining quotations due to lack of history. Clir
E. Moore advised that three companies had been approached to arrange and
manage three events in the Town Centre in 2024,

o Made in Shropshire had declined due to inability to gauge footfall and
profitability.

o LSD similarly have failed to provide a proposal despite numerous
reminders,

o Shropshire Festivals being the only organisation to provide an outline
and indicative costs.

» Budget to be funded out of CIL reserves based on “growth of infrastructure”.
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Signed by Mayor (Chairman).........cccoeeo i
On behalf of Shifnal Town Council
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¢« Resources: all administration, licensing and management are included in the
Shropshire Festival proposals.

Clir E. Moore proposed that Shifnal Town Councll appoint Shropshire Festivals as
detailed in the report to deliver three major events to Shifnal in 2024.

Town Clerk Note: This would be considered contrary to Financial Regulations in
relation to procurement however the Council considered in view of the lack of suitable
competitive quotations this motion was acceptable.

APPROVED. AGAINST: ClirT. Tarran, Clr J. Horne, ABSTAIN: CliIr P. Williamson.

Clir K. Turley left the mesting at 19:57 hours,

447/23 Mayor’'s Report

i)

Mayor, Glir R. Cox provided the following update:-

¢« Recently presented the grant aid awards to Shifnal Help Food Bank and
Ladyhirds Tots and Toddlers.

o Aftended the Christmas Tree Festival at St. Andrew’s Church.

» Advised of the forthcoming Carol Concert at St. Andrew’s Church on Sunday
17" December at 6pm. Clir J. Horne conveyed his apologies for attending this
event.

+ Reminder regarding Carols in the Square on Sunday 24" December 2023,

o ClIr R. Cox thanked Cllr G. Tonkinson for his thank you letter to the Council
which was circulated around the table,

a) Offer of Sponsorship for the Shifnal 10k Run. Clir R. Cox confirmed that Yellowhat
Security had offered £1,750.00 to sponsor the event.

b) The offer of donation from a local business for the sum of £505.00 was
CONSIDERED. Clilr R. Cox proposed to accept the donation and put the money
towards the youth strategy and purchasing of a piece of equipment for the Youth
Club. APPROVED.

448/23 Town Clerk Report

)

if)

The Town Clerks Actions Report to 8t December 2023 was NOTED. Town Clerk to
review Full Council outstanding actions and bring forward any outstanding items to Full
Council in January. ACTION.

Advertising for 2024 with Shifnal Parish Magazine at a cost of £85.00 for 11 issues for
a quarter page advert. . Budget Line: Marketing/Publicity and Consuitation (LGA 1972
5.142) was CONSIDERED and APPROVED.

The email communication received from Shifnal Help Food Bank was NOTED.

50f6

Signed by Mayor (Chairman)

On behalf of Shifnal Town Council
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iv) The correspondence received from Mark Pritchard MP to Shifnal Town Council
regarding Cosford Station Accessibility 06/12/2023 was CONSIDERED.

Clir G. Tonkinson referred to a Freedom of Information request from the Department
for Transport regarding an update on the Access for All nomination for Shifnal station
which states that the Department of Transport are assessing over 300 nominations for
Access for All funding beyond 2024, including a nomination for Shifnal railway station.
Successful nominations to be announced in due course.

Clir B. Haddon suggested that Shifnal Town Council review the present situation and
strategy with Network Rail increasing Shifnal's profile in a more favourable light.

Cllr R. Cox proposed Shifnal Town Council write separate letters to Network Rail, Mark
Pritchard and Shropshire Council. Clir J. Moore further proposed Shifnal Town Council
write to the three bodies (Network Rail, Mark Pritchard and Shropshire Council), leaving
the wording for the three letters to Mayor, Clir R. Cox, Clir B. Haddon, Clir E. Bird and
Town Clerk regarding Shifnal railway station and accessibility. APPROVED.
ACTION.

Clir L. Jenks left the room at 20:25 hours.

v) The verbal update and subsequent communication regarding Shifnal Post Office was
CONSIDERED.

ClIr L. Jenks returned to the room at 20:26 hours.
Cllr J. Moore proposed that Shifnal Town Council write to One Step and request
confirmation of what services will be retained and those services that will no longer be
available following the proposed Shifnal store change. Cilr R. Cox further proposed
an added amendment to also send a letter to Mark Pritchard requesting his support in
keeping the Post Office. APPROVED. AGAINST: Clir B. Haddon. ACTION.

i) To NOTE the Public Tailets Opening Times over the Christmas Period:-

The Public Toilets will be open over the Christimas break, apart from Christmas Day
and Boxing Day when the tollets will be closed. APPROVED.

vii) The communication received from Rural Market Town Group concerning membership
was CONSIDERED and APPROVED to take up the offer of 4 months free membership.
To be reviewed after the free membership expiry by Full Council. ACTION.

Mayor, Clir R, Cox wishes all Council members a Happy Christmas and New Year and conveyed best
wishes on behalf of the Council to Officers.

The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 20.37 hours
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Signed by Mayor (Chairman)..................... X .....................
On behalf of nal Town Council
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